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Your legal research team strikes back!  

For this assignment, indicate the source and the research strategy.  Include as much detail as possible.  Cite your answers in accordance with the McGill Guide (7th ed.).  This assignment is DUE MARCH 31ST in class.  

English Law
This article refers to a case that is now before the Supreme Court of the UK.  Read the article and answer the accompanying questions.  

Stormtrooper battle comes to an end

By Jill Lawless.  Telegraph-Journal.  Saint John, New Brunswick, August 2, 2008, pg. H. 2.  

The Force was with - whom?

Lucasfilm Ltd. and a British prop designer both claimed victory Thursday in a legal battle over the iconic Stormtrooper uniforms from the Star Wars films.

George Lucas's film company had sued Andrew Ainsworth, who sculpted the Stormtrooper helmets for the first Star Wars movie in 1977.

High Court judge Anthony Mann ruled that Ainsworth violated Lucasfilm's U.S. copyright by selling replica Stormtrooper uniforms through his website to customers in the United States.

But Mann refused to enforce in Britain a $20-million (U.S.) judgment Lucasfilm won against Ainsworth in a California court in 2006. The judge said Ainsworth's U.S. sales, which totalled $50,000 to $60,000, were not significant enough to make him susceptible to U.S. jurisdiction.

The judge also rejected a claim against Ainsworth under British law, saying English copyright over the outfits had expired. Ainsworth's lawyer, Seamus Andrew, said the ruling meant that Ainsworth was now free to sell his replicas everywhere except the United States.

However, in a win for Lucas's side, Mann also rejected a counter-claim by Ainsworth that copyright rested with him.

The judge said a hearing would be held in the autumn to determine the next steps in the case - setting the stage for further battle over the moulded white uniforms worn by warriors of the evil Galactic Empire.
http://proquest.umi.com/pqdweb?did=1524396961&sid=3&Fmt=3&clientId=3345&RQT=309&VName=PQD 

QUESTIONS

1. A)  Find and cite two general secondary sources, specific to English law, which discuss English copyright.  What do they say about copyright (give a short summary)?  Please note that “general secondary source” here means a work, i.e. a book, an encyclopedia, or a website, etc.  How did you find this secondary source?  (ex.  I looked in the catalogue using ___  as a keyword, etc.)   (/4)
B) The case refers to the stormtrooper helmets as a “sculpture.”  What is the definition of a sculpture?  Where did you look this up?  Cite your answer.  (/2)

2.  Find and cite three articles that discuss English copyright.  How did you find these articles?  Give keywords, databases, e-journals, or periodical indexes used for each.  Be as specific as you can.  There is no need to cite the database, e-journal, or periodical index that you used.  (/3)    

3. Find and cite the case, and list its history through the British court system, i.e. note it up.  Don’t forget the current case!  Explain your research strategy, listing keywords and sources (i.e. websites, print material such as reporters, or databases) used.  Please note that, for the purposes of this assignment, unofficial sites can be used as well as official sites.  (/3)
4. Find and cite (any) two pieces of legislation referred to in this case.  How did you find these pieces of legislation?  List websites or print publications and keywords used.  (/3)
American Law

And, in another galaxy, far, far away…
Another copyright infringement case, rendered this time by an American court, challenged the (American) Copyright Act.  This case was decided by the U.S. Court of Appeals, Ninth Circuit, California, in August 1986.

QUESTIONS
1. A) Find and cite the case, and list its history through the American court system, i.e. note it up.  Explain your research strategy, listing keywords and sources (i.e. websites, print material such as reporters, or databases) used.  Please note that, for the purposes of this assignment, unofficial sites can be used as well as official sites.  (/4)
B) Cite a case analyzing this case (=noting up:  treatment of the case by other cases; find a case discussing this case)! (/2)

C) Find and cite one piece of legislation referred to in this case.  How did you find that piece of legislation?  List websites or print publications and keywords used.  (/2)

2. Find and cite two general secondary sources, specific to American law, which discuss American copyright infringement.  What do they say about copyright (give a short summary)? Please note that “general secondary source” here means a work, i.e. a book, an encyclopedia, or a website, etc.  How did you find this secondary source?  (ex.  I looked in the catalogue using ___ as a keyword, etc.)  (/4)
3. Find and cite three articles that discuss American copyright infringement.  How did you find these articles?  Give keywords, databases, e-journals, or periodical indexes used for each.  Be as specific as you can.  (/3)   
May the force be with you.  
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